
On Saturday, March 4th, Owasippe friends 
from near and far gathered in Countryside 

to celebrate friendship and fellowship at the 39th 
Annual OSA Meeting/Banquet. Thanks to the 
planning efforts by Candy Merritt, the night was 
a success, and enjoyed thoroughly by those that 
attended. Highlights of the evening included:

2017 OSA Board Election Results
Kurt Wolff-Klammer, PRESIDENT 
Kyle Nystrom, VICE PRESIDENT 
Barb Lea, SECRETARY 
Conrad Zadlo, TREASURER 
Eric Hetland 
Andy Sirota 
Carl Young
Doug Lotter
Scott Dorencz
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39th Annual Dinner Dance — Silent Auctions and Lively Conversation 

2016 Member of the Year Recipients
Dr. Francis Podbielski, M.D.
Ron Kulak

Raffle Winners
Winners Ultimate Split-the-pot: Gary Dorencz
Amazon Echo: Dan Kleinfeldt
Amazon Gift Card: Mike Brus

Net Funds Raised for OSA Programs
The OSA Ad Book: $1,442.07
Dinner Dance Raffles: $530
Dinner Dance Silent Auctions: $1,471.51

Thank you to all who attended and worked to 
make this year’s Dinner Dance a success! We look 
forward to seeing you next year! 

by Kurt Wolff-Klammer, OSA president

(more Dinner Dance photos throughout!)



President’s Perspective

The March 4th Annual 
Dinner Dance was very 

successful. I would like to 
thank everyone that worked 
hard to help with this event. 
We had many creative and 
pract ical  si lent auction 
items. I know a good time 
was had by all. I would like 
to congratulate Carl Young on his reelection 
and Scott Dorencz and Doug Lotter for being 
elected to the board. Also, I would like to thank 
everyone that ran for the board. I hope they will 
consider running in the future. Another thank 
you to Blaise Lukasiewicz and Ryan Gust for their 
service on the board the last 3 years.

A big congratulations to Ron Kulak and Dr. 
Francis Podbielski, M.D. for being recognized as 
our members of the year. A big thank you as well 
for their continued hard work and dedication to 
Owasippe. 

While at the dinner, I had a couple  of 
conversations with different members of 
Pathway to Adventure Council and the Owasippe 
Reservation Director. These conversations have 
made me excited for the summer and looking 
forward to working with them.

I am hoping to see many of our members at 
upcoming events including both Fix-Its, the Bar 
Crawl, and the Family Picnic. The May Fix-It will 
have great projects to help get the camps ready 
for the summer. 

by Kurt Wolff-Klammer, OSA President
Bar Crawl - Oak Lawn Round 2

The 2017 OSA bar crawl is set for June 10! Last 
year we had a great turn out in Oak Lawn and 

hope for an even larger crowd this time around. 
Bring your thirst for a fun night out with great 
OSA friends. Eat beforehand or grab some food at 
our meeting place, BJ McMahon’s on 95th. Cant 
wait to see you!

RSVP on the Facebook event page or to 
Scott Dorencz. phone: 708-567-7714 email: 
ScottDorencz@icloud.com

This is a 21 and over only event. Please drink 
responsibly and designate a driver.

Itinerary:
6:30-8:00
BJ McMahon’s
5432 95th St, Oak Lawn, IL
Food available

8:00-9:15
George’s Lounge
5407 95th St, Oak Lawn, IL

9:15-10:30
St. James Place
5305 95th St, Oak Lawn, IL

10:30-??????
Deja Brew Bar & Grill
5219 95th St, Oak Lawn, IL
Food available (food last call 10:45)

*Backup bar
Goal Post
5207 95th St, Oak Lawn, IL

Parking/Taxi information
Free parking lot behind Deja Brew
Oak Lawn Metra parking garage
95th street

http://www.mcnamaracab.com/

by Scott Dorencz



Meet Your 2017 Camp Directors
Anna M. Montes
Reservation Director

A n n a  h a s  b e e n 
active with the Boy 
Scouts for over 37 years 
and has been associated 
with Owasippe Scout 
Reservation for almost 
35 of those years. Most 
recently she served as 
Assistant Reservation 
Director in 2016 having 
l a s t  s e r v e d  o n  t h e 
Administrative Staff in 

the early 1980’s.  
Anna is currently chair of the Council National 

Camp Accreditation Program and as such also 
serves on the Properties and Camp committees. 
She is a Vigil honor member of the Owasippe 
Lodge Order of the Arrow.  Anna has also had 
prior experience as an Assistant Director and 
Camp Director for the Girl Scouts. Prior to her 
recent retirement she worked for a major global 
oil company in Portfolio Management, Business 
Unit Controller and other management roles.

Nicole Valle
High Adventure 
Director

Nicole has worked 
on High Adventure staff 
since 2010, first serving 
on the COPE and Climb-
ing staff, and then as the 
2014 High Adventure As-
sistant Director. In 2015, 
she moved into the posi-
tion of high adventure 
director. 

When she’s not at 
camp, Nicole works as 

part of a reading intervention team helping students 
from Kindergarten to Second Grade in Calumet City 
District 155. She has an Associate’s Degree in Art and 
has begun working towards a degree in social work. 
When Nicole first joined camp staff, she was entirely 
new to scouting, but now Owasippe has become a 
second home to her. She looks forward to continue to 
bringing new ideas to the High Adventure program 
and finding exciting ways to help Owasippe grow.

	

Dan Piper
Blackhawk 
Camp Director

This will be Dan’s 
eighth consecutive year 
working on staff at Owa-
sippe. He spent his for-
mative staff years at the 
archery range and has 
been the head commis-
sioner of Blackhawk the 
last two summers. He 
is also currently serving 
as scoutmaster of troop 
957 on the north side of 

Chicago. 
Dan looks forward to the program the Blackhawk 

staff will be putting on this summer and seeing all 
of the scouts and scouters who will be coming up.

Annie Nyberg
Reneker 
Camp Director

This summer will 
be Annie’s 18th year at 
Owasippe and 5th year 
on Reneker staff. An-
nie began at Reneker 
as a camper, eventually 
transitioning to a first-
year staffer, an age group 
leader, and now director. 

She is excited to take 
on a new position with a 
wonderful staff to sup-
port her. Annie is an undergraduate student at 
Marquette University studying Political Science 
and Law. In addition to being a student, Annie is a 
Lance Corporal in the United States Marine Corps.  
She looks forward to combining her multiple inter-
ests to make this summer the best one yet at Camp 
Reneker- Go For It!

	



2017 Camp Directors continued

More from the 2017 Dinner Dance

Kevin Goldberg
Wolverine 
Camp Director

This will be Kevin’s 
10th summer working 
at a Boy Scout Sum-
mer Camp and first at 
Owasippe Scout Reser-
vation. His prior experi-
ences were at Gerber 
Scout Reservation with 
his first four years as a 
counselor, next two as 
the Asst. Camp Direc-
tor, and the most recent 

three as the Boy Scout Camp Director. Kevin is 
also involved in his Troop as an adult leader (ASM 
& CC), his OA lodge (Founder’s Award, Vigil, 
Conclaves advisor), and his Venture Crew. Kevin 

recently graduated from Grand Valley State Uni-
versity with a Biology and Mathematics Secondary 
Education degree. 

I believe that perhaps the biggest impact of 
a Boy Scout camp comes from providing Scouts 
with solid young adult role models who have high 
character and excellent morals, and it is my mis-
sion in this position to facilitate a culture in which 
this can occur. I’m also a strong beleiver that sum-
mer camp should be the best week of the year and 
something that a Scout (and Scouter) is excited for 
for the other 51 weeks of the year. I plan on work-
ing with our team to ensure its the most exciting, 
enjoyable, and impactful week of the year for our 
Scouts.

I’m excited to become part of this Scouting 
family and continue my service to the Boy Scout 
Movement. 

“The most worth-while thing is to try to put 
happiness into the lives of others.” — Sir Robert 
Baden-Powell



Galloping Grapevine

Call for submissions: 
Hey there, loyal Vibrations reader! As you 

may be aware, Galloping Grapevine is the 
place for any and all info on the comings and 
goings of all OSA members. As much as they’d 
like to think so, the OSA board is not all-seeing 
or all-knowing — they need your help to see and 
know things.

So please! Send us your anecdotes, tales, or 
half-remembered rumors. It doesn’t have to be 
long, it doesn’t have to be about you, but it does 
have to be mostly accurate.

Send submissions to kulak.pete@gmail.
com. Please put OSA newsletter in the subject 
line. Thanks!
 
On to the Grapevine:
Matt Dorich is set to marry Kelsey Hayes 
on Saturday, May 6th on the south side of 
Chicago.

Sean Haneberg will be graduating with his 
Master’s Degree in Education Administration /
Leadership from Governors State University 
on May 20.

Caitlin Boline is engaged to be wed to Pat 
Dospoy.

Don’t Forget the Fix-it! May 19–21

Well, the new camping season is coming up 
and that means the Spring Fix-it is right 

around the corner, on the weekend of May 19-21, 
2017. There is plenty to do, and spring is a beautiful 
time of year to head up to Owasippe! 

We will meet at Food Prep for breakfast at 
8:00 a.m. Michigan (Eastern) time on Saturday 
morning. This year all of the meals will be provided 
by the OSA, so come hungry. Bring your cordless 
drills, saws, hammers, and willingness to help!  

RSVP: Andy Sirota at a_sirota@msn.com or 
630-310-0093 by May 14 to ensure we have enough 
food.

WHAT WILL YOU BE HELPING WITH? 
We will be doing road crew, painting, roofing, 
carpentry, general repairs, etc. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
1) Persons under 18 MUST be accompanied by 

a parent or legal guardian. 
2) Alcohol is strictly prohibited on Owasippe 

property. 
3) Ground fires are not allowed by Reneker 

Cabins.  

by Andy Sirota, Fix-it chair

OSA Family Picnic - August 13

Please join us for the return of the OSA Family 
Picnic, which will be on Sunday, August 13, 

starting at 11:00 a.m. at Sundown Meadow Forest 
Preserve in Countryside, IL. The entrance to the 
grounds is on the west side of LaGrange Road at 
67th, just north of I-55.

Pack up a picnic or bring the grill,! The OSA 
will provide some kids’ games and softball 
equipment, but feel free to bring your own fun. 
This is one week after the closing banquet up at 
Owasippe, so it’s a good time to hear some stories 
from current staff. We look forward to seeing you 
there!  

by Kyle Nostrom



The drive to Owasippe through the falling snow 
on Friday night was mystical. A group of former 
camp staff and friends had planned a fun filled 
weekend in Michigan. There are many places to 
stop at along the way. Emily and I chose a favorite 
of mine, the New Holland Brewery. It was nice to 
get out of the car and stretch our legs, because we 
were going to need them. Our outfit would be cross 
country skiing around Lake Wolverine the next day. 
The food at the brew pub was simple and tasty and 
before long we were back on the road. We arrived 
in an hour at the snow covered cabin by the dam, 
LC-2. The sounds of rushing water through the gate 
brought back memories of my many days spent 
at camp. There were already three cars parked 
near the cabin, so we knew we were not the first 
to arrive, and found our friends inside catching up 
with one another. They were all in excellent spirits 
as we unloaded the car and stowed our gear. Suzy, 
Michelle, Christy and I had worked at camp before. 
With several years of trail experience, we were 
confident in our abilities in skiing the Orange trail. 
Andy had cross-country skied at camp last year, 
however Todd, Jessica and Emily had never been to 
camp before. They were counting on us to have fun 
and to arrive back to the cabin safely. 

We awoke to fresh snow on the forest floor and 
after a leisurely breakfast the group started on the 
beaten track. The trail was picturesque, and camp 
looked beautiful covered in a fluffy white blanket of 
snow. It was delightful to see the camp in a different 
season. It was exciting to see paths that I had hiked 
many times before look foreign to me. The trail maps 
along the way were a welcome surprise to those of 
us who had worked at camp so many years before. 
The maps showed that camp has been improving 
and more care was being taken with our beloved 
trails. We continued along the route for seemed like 

Winter Weekend hours  ski ing 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
trees and up 
and down hills. 
W h i l e  s o m e 
of  the  group 
stopped to take 
several pictures 
deserving 
awards, others 
stared in awe 
a t  t h e  s c e n e 
laid out before 
them. 

Our 
company 
s t o p p e d  a t 
Turtle Beach 
and at site 23 at 
Wolverine for 
some snacks 
a n d  a  w e l l -
e a r n e d  r e s t . 
Arriving at the 
cabin in the dark was not what we had planned. The 
trail had been long and we grew tiresome as the day 
progressed. Our group was happy to be indoors and 
off the trail. We had skied non-stop for most of the 
day and we were sore. Sipping hot chocolate by the 
fire helped ease our sore muscles as we waited for 
dinner to finish baking in the oven. After a few card 
games everyone turned in and retired to our rooms 
for the night. 

The next morning, we rose early to pack and 
clean the cabin, there was one last sporting event 
to do. The Luge. The Muskegon Winter Sports 
Complex has a luge track that was designed by 
three-time Olympian Frank Masley. The track is 
850’ long and most people complete it in around 18 
seconds. Most of the group had never luged before 
and were very skeptical of how they were going 
to survive the track, let alone for 18 seconds. The 
instructors were crucial to calming the increasing 
fears and all of the lugers made it safely down the 
track. Our group enjoyed a fair amount of success in 
the luge competition. Todd earned the gold medal 
for the men’s luge and Jessica earned the gold while 
Susy place in second for the women’s luge. 

 Everyone had a wonderful time at this year’s 
winter sports weekend, and despite some sore 
muscles, I think everyone will be back for another 
adventure next year. A big thanks to Al the Ranger 
for the ride back to cabin. We were all tired and 
hungry.  

by Andy Sirota



More from the 2017 Dinner Dance



The Owasippe Staff Association
P.O. Box 7097

Westchester, IL 60154

Vibrations is published four times per year 
by the Owasippe Staff Association.

Editor: Pete Kulak

The opinions stated by contributors to 
Vibrations are those of the authors and 
are not by fact of publication necessarily 
those of the Owasippe Staff Association 
or its Board of Directors. Publication does 
not imply endorsement. All materials are 
subject to editing.

Articles, tidbits, photos and artwork are 
encouraged. E-mail all such materials to: 
vibrations@owasippe.com. Submissions 
can also be made by mail to: OSA Vibrations 
Editor, P.O. Box 7097, Westchester, IL 60154. 
All materials which the author wants 
returned must be accompanied by a self 
addressed stamped envelope.

Deadlines for submitting materials for 
publication are as follows:

• Spring (Issue 1) January 15
• Summer (Issue 2) April 1
• Fall (Issue 3) August 7
• Winter (Issue 4) October 15
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May
19-21 ........................ OSA Spring Fix-it Weekend
22-25 ........................ Owasippe Lodge OA Work Weekend

June
10.............................. OSA Bar Crawl
17.............................. Owasippe Staff Week Begins
25.............................. Owasippe Open to Scouts

July
4................................ Independence Day
25.............................. Christmas in July

August
6................................ Camp Shutdown Week Begins
7................................ OSA Vibrations copy Deadline
13.............................. OSA Family Picnic


