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Being on the Board has its share of benefits 
and commitments. These people make the 

decisions about Fix-it projects, event locations, 
fundraisers, membership and more.  The Board’s 
input is needed on many topics and situations.  
It’s not all fun and games; a lot of work goes into 
running this organization. We need motivated 
thinkers and doers.

Candidates need to be OSA members in good 
standing, at least 21 years old and must be 
available for monthly meetings. The only other 
requirement is a dedication to Owasippe, the 
OSA and its members. If you or someone you 
know has the drive and ability to make things 
happen, we need to hear from you!

The Elections Committee will contact nom-
inees to see if they are willing and able to serve. 
The Elections Committee will then review all 
the nominees and make a slate recommendation 
to the Board. Slated candidates will then be 

Call for 2016 OSA Board of Directors Nominations
contacted to garner their respective bios and 
goals for publication in the next newsletter.

PLEASE NOTE:  Nomination does not 
guarantee a spot on the slate. The Elections 
Committee will review all the nominees and 
select a fair and balanced slate.

Please contact Dan Kleinfeldt, 2015 Elections 
Chairman, at (773) 505-4512 or  DKleinfeldt@
oprfhs.org with any nominees. Nominations are 
due by December 14, 2015. Now is the time to 
step up and show your commitment to Owasippe 
and the OSA! 

Why should I run?
To preserve and promote the bond of friendship 
forged through Owasippe; To offer your time, 
talents, resources, and assets to the OSA and 
Owasippe; To continue to provide a great 
experience to Owasippe campers, Owasippe 
staff and OSA Members;  And to HAVE FUN.

Current Board of Directors                                                                                              Term expires 

* Two consecutive term limit goes into effect.

Caitlin Boline* Barbara Lea Kurt Wolff-Klammer 2016

Carl Young Ryan Gust Blaise Lukasiewicz 2017

Andy Sirota* Eric Hetland Conrad Zadlo 2018

OSA’s Annual Pizza Night - 11/27/15 - details next page



President’s Perspective

The past couple of months 
have been an interesting 

time for Owasippe.
We had a very successful 

work weekend with over 55 
people helping. We finished 
many projects that needed to 
be done before the winter and 
started a couple that will be 
finished in May. It is always great to see many of 
our members at camp that weekend. 

There have been a few interesting letters from 
the council president. He is writing about the 
many camps that the council now owns. For the 
most part, these have been positive but he also 
mentions some items that concern me and many 
of our members. In the next couple of months, I 
am hoping to hear more from the council so we all 
have a better understanding about the future of 
Owasippe. Please continue to promote Owasippe 
and hopefully more scouts will start attending.

I am looking towards Pizza Night (November 
27) and the Dinner Dance (March 5th). These two 
events bring many of our members together for great 
fellowship. If you have not seen some of your camp 
friends in a while, please invite them to join you 
at one or both of these events. With the upcoming 
Dinner Dance comes new board members. The 
board is currently looking for nominations of 
people that would like to run for the board. Please 
let us know if you are interested in running or if you 
would like to nominate anyone to run.

I would like to wish everyone a good holiday 
season and look forward to hearing from everyone 
in the new year! 

by Kurt Wolff-Klammer, OSA President by Eric Hetland, Board Member

OSA Dinner Dance Save the Date

OSA Day at the Museum

On March 5th, the OSA will be 
hosting the 38th Annual OSA Dinner 
Dance!  More info to come...please 
start thinking about items you will 
donate to the silent auction! Direct 
your inquiries and questions to Candy 
(candy_merritt@yahoo.com) or Caitlin 
(caitlinboline@gmail.com).

On Saturday, January 9th, the OSA 
will invade the Field Museum of Natural 
History! (Not literally, we will most likely 
just be walking in like most people do. 
Through the front doors.) Details are 
being ironed out, but will be shared with 
everyone ASAP! See you then! 

OSA’s Annual Pizza Night

Please join the OSA for its annual Pizza Night. A 
night of camaraderie and fun times, the OSA 

Pizza Night will take place on Friday, November 
27th, from 7-11PM at European Chalet Banquets 
(5445 S. Harlem Ave., Chicago). Please note that 
this is the Friday after Thanksgiving. For just 
$10, enjoy all-you-can-eat, local, delicious pizza 
while you reconnect with old and new Owasippe 
friends. Every attendee will be entered into a raffle 
for great Owasippe items as prizes and other OSA 
door prizes. The OSA will also have some items for 
sale and will be accepting membership dues and 
new applications. A cash bar is available for those 
21 years of age and over. As always we encourage 
our members to practice safe driving by having a 
designated driver. 

Kindly RSVP via email by Monday, November 
23rd, to Eric Hetland at hetland.eric@gmail.com. 
Although we certainly welcome walk-ins, your 
RSVP ensures that we have the necessary amount of 
pizza, drinks, and dinnerware. If you are interested 
in helping with set-up, we will begin at 6:15. 

So join us for one of the OSA’s finest traditions 
and make sure to bring a few of your Owasippe 
friends along for a great night. We look forward to 
seeing you on the 27th! 



OSA Fall Fix-it 2015

I am happy to report the 2015 Fall work weekend 
was a huge success. The camp continues to 

improve after every work weekend because of our 
contributions. First, I would to thank all those 
who came up and participated in the projects 
this September. All of this would not be possible 
without your continued support and service. 

This fall, we were able to install almost all of the 
fans at Reneker; one fan was missing an essential 
part, and I am sure it will be installed as soon as the 
part arrives. I know they will give welcome relief on 
those hot summer days. 

The Guest Lodge or LC-2 received a new coat of 
stain. The stain really gives the building a sharp look, 
and compliments the new roof and surroundings 
completely. I would encourage everyone to sign up 
through the council and rent the building during 
the off season. It really is a great treat to enjoy. 

Projects large and small were completed this 
fall from the Blackhawk fence at the aquatics area, 
to the gutter at LC-6, to road crew everyone pitched 
in and did a great job. 

Our volunteers even completed a few additional 
projects. A fantastic crew shingled both of the 
cook’s cabins behind food prep and the Blackhawk 
gate was fix and then given a fresh coat of paint. 
Wolverine’s gate also received a fresh coat of paint 
as well. Both are one of the first things scouts see 
as they arrive at camp will look great when scouts 
come next year. 

Lastly, the crew at the horse corral working at 
the horse shelter did an excellent job and reached 
a key milestone of the project. The crew should be 
able to finish the project on the Spring 2016 work 
weekend in time for the first scouts to arrive. 

Thank you once again for all your service and 
dedication. 

by Andy Sirota, Fix-it Chair



OSA Fall Fix-it 2015 (cont.)

A Morning at the Quarry
by Andy Sirota, Board Member

It was a muggy Saturday morning when I joined 
Scott Dorencz and his family at his house in Oak 

Lawn. We were part a group of former staff and 
friends going over to Thorton Quarry for a tour. 
This is the large quarry near the Illinois-Indiana 
border. I remember many times driving over the 
quarry on I-80/94 wondering about the history 
and what is happening over 300 feet below me. 
Those questions were answered this summer when 
Suzy Smith, a former Blackhawk Staffer, found 
out that part of the quarry was going to become 
a reservoir and the Municipal Water Reclamation 
District (MWRD) was offering tours. Before I knew 
it Scott, Barbie, Clara and I were on our way, to 
answer some of those questions. 

It was easy to find an excuse for former staff 
together and the Quarry was perfect. We all met 
up at a construction staging area where the MWRD 
had setup brochures, posters, rock samples, cookies 

and refreshments. Several different companies 
have been mining the area since 1846 which created 
the large quarry. The tour took approximately 30 
minutes lead by an engineer of the project. As 
part of the Deep Tunnel project, the area north of 
I-80/94 will be used as a temporary reservoir for 
100 year rain events, keeping sewage and storm 
water out of people’s basements. This section of the 
quarry is 2,000 feet across, 1,000 feet wide and 
300 feet deep. With two 30-foot diameter tunnels, 
the MWRD will be able to easily treat the sewage 
and storm water from the temporary reservoir at 
the Calumet facility. 

After a very informational tour we headed back 
to Scott and Barbie’s house for a Canadian fish fry. 
For the past few years Scott, Adam, Pat and I have 
gone to Ignace, Ontario for a week of fishing and 
fun. Each year we bring back some of our finest 
fillets of fish, this year with some more friends in 
the area we were able to share our catch. 



 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, THANK YOU for your support and continuing 
participation.   

In the past year, we have been able to fund many projects, including giving over $6,000 to the 
Steve Schaefer College Fund, over $1,000 to the CIT fund, and over $5,000 for the Fix-its. With 
your help, we have upgraded the Ranch, installed new ceiling fans at Reneker, completed the 
Wolverine shotgun range, purchased new ladders and a key cutter, purchased sound equipment 
for Blackhawk and Wolverine, and completed many other projects.    

Your continued support is VITAL to accomplish the many important services the OSA provides 
to Owasippe. If you would like to make a tax-deductible donation, please indicate it here and 
submit this form with your gift. Checks should be made payable to the Owasippe Staff 
Association. 

Please cut out the half sheet below or donate at owasippe.com (click ways to help, then donate). 

OSA Membership 
P.O. Box 7097 

Westchester, IL 60154 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
$ Donation for Steve Schaefer College Fund 
$ Donation for CIT Fund 
$ General Donation 
$ New Member Yearly $20 
$ Renewal of Membership $15 
$ Life Membership $350 
$ Total 
 

 
Name:  

Address:  
City/State/Zip:  

Phone:  
email:  

 
Thank You! We look forward to seeing you at the 38th Annual Dinner and Meeting on 

March 5, 2016, or at the Spring Fix-it in May. 
 
 
Blaise Lukasiewicz 
Treasure 
Owasippe Staff Association 

 Kurt Wolff-Klammer 
President 
Owasippe Staff Association 

 



Galloping Grapevine

Matt Dorich recently became engaged to his 
girlfriend, Kelsey. Congratulations!

Caitlin Boline has accepted a position with Battle 
Creek Public Schools as both their District ESL 
Transformation Coach and Director of Alternative 
Education.

On September 27th, OSA members Rachel 
Weber, John Weber, Mo Haneberg, and Scott 
Wolff-Klammer walked in the Illinois Lupus Walk as 
members of “Team Rachel”. OSA member Rachel 
Weber was diagnosed with Lupus in March of 
2015, and formed the team to raise money and 
awareness for the disease. Collectively, the team 
raised over $1500! Way to go! 

OSA Board Member Eric Hetland recently 
started a one-year term as the National 
Campaign Director for the advocacy group 
Scouts for Equality (SFE). He also attended 
SFE’s Leadership Retreat outside Dallas, 
Texas the weekend of October 16-18th. As a 
group, SFE advocated for the change to the 
BSA’s adult and youth membership policies 
regarding sexual orientation and continues 
to work towards making Scouting more 
inclusive. 

On Friday, August 21st, Nick Johnson 
(Wolverine 2002-2011) and Casey Bemis 

	  

(High Adventure 2007-2011) had their 
wedding ceremony at a Forest Preserve in 
Lindenhurst, IL. Several Owasippe friends 
were in attendance a great time was had 
(see picture below). We congratulate Nick 
and Casey as they start their married life 
together. They currently live in Richmond, IL.

Laura LeVan, the Wolverine Camp Director 
2013-2015, started a new teaching position 
in a Kindergarten classroom at Carol Stream 
Elementary. She started in August. We wish 
her the best as she brings her remarkable 
teaching skills to that school. Congrats, 
Laura!

Heidi Schlicting was married to Joseph 
Edgecomb on October 17, 2015 in Wawona, 
CA (Yosemite National Park). More pictures 
in the next newsletter. Congrats to the happy 
couple!





The Owasippe Staff Association
P.O. Box 7097

Westchester, IL 60154

Vibrations is published four times per year 
by the Owasippe Staff Association.

Editor: Pete Kulak

The opinions stated by contributors to 
Vibrations are those of the authors and 
are not by fact of publication necessarily 
those of the Owasippe Staff Association 
or its Board of Directors. Publication does 
not imply endorsement. All materials are 
subject to editing.

Articles, tidbits, photos and artwork are 
encouraged. E-mail all such materials to: 
vibrations@owasippe.com. Submissions 
can also be made by mail to: OSA Vibrations 
Editor, P.O. Box 7097, Westchester, IL 60154. 
All materials which the author wants 
returned must be accompanied by a self 
addressed stamped envelope.

Deadlines for submitting materials for 
publication are as follows:

• Spring (Issue 1) January 15
• Summer (Issue 2) April 1
• Fall (Issue 3) August 7
• Winter (Issue 4) October 15

37-4
‘15

October
31.............................. Halloween

November
11.............................. Veterans’ Day
26.............................. Thanksgiving Day
27.............................. OSA Pizza Night

December
14.............................. OSA Board Member Nominations Due
21.............................. Winter Solstice
25.............................. Christmas
31.............................. New Year’s Eve

January
1................................ New Year’s Day
14.............................. Ad book Deadline
15.............................. Deadline for Spring Vibrations Submissions
19.............................. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day


