
better yet, sign up on the site for the email notices, which will 
include any final ruling made in this case.

OOEC cites CAC damage to efforts
The Owasippe Outdoor Education Center’s offer to 

purchase Owasippe as currently zoned has been an issue in 
court. The council has stated that the OOEC’s letter of intent 
to purchase the property is a start but has requested more 
information regarding financial backers and supporters. Thus 
far, the OOEC has been unwilling to share that information 
with the CAC.

The reason for that denial of information was revealed 
last month. It seems representatives of the CAC have, on 
two separate occasions, contacted the OOEC’s supporters 
to either intimidate them with a lawsuit and/or discredit the 
OOEC’s efforts. While the specific organizations were not 
identified in the OOEC’s release, the contacts were made very 
shortly after the relationship became known to the council. 
Not surprisingly, the OOEC is reluctant to share any further 
information with the council regarding financial support to 
purchase the property for the $12.3 million appraisal. Yet 
the council refuses to conduct formal talks with the OOEC, 
stating that the organization has been uncooperative and 
unresponsive to requests for further information.

Whole Lotta (CAC) Shakeups Going On
Aside from the court case against Blue Lake Township, 

there has been some major council activity in recent months. 
First, CAC has submitted the preliminary application to 
National BSA Council for consideration of Owasippe as 
the future home of the National Jamboree beginning in 
2014. Demands on the military may force the Department 
of Defense to turn the Scouts away from Fort A.P. Hill, 
where jamborees have been held every four years since 
1981. National Jamborees typically draw 40,000 Scouts and 
currently take 3,000 acres of the parade grounds, tent housing 
fields, temporary hospital, amphitheater and infrastructure. 
While the usage and attention would be excellent (not to 
mention that it would mean taking Owasippe off the selling 
block), the infrastructure demands and environmental impact 
for a 10-day event every four years are serious drawbacks to 
the proposed use.
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The court battle that has been on the horizon for more than 
two years is finally being heard in the Muskegon County 

Circuit Court in front of Judge William Marietti. But even 
before opening statements were made by either side, Marietti 
made some rulings on the summary disposition submitted by 
Blue Lake Township attorney James Nelson.

Of the seven original counts the CAC brought against Blue 
Lake Township, two were removed by consent of both sides. 
Those two were counts brought personally against township 
supervisor Don Studaven and township planning commission 
chairman Lyle Monette. Of the five remaining counts, Marietti 
ruled three and a half in favor of the township. He kicked out 
the council’s claims of a denial of due process in fact, denial 
of equal protection, and denial of procedural due process. In 
his ruling of those three counts, Marietti acknowledges the 
township’s right to preserve its character and minimize its 
infrastructure expansion, as well as the correct handling of the 
council’s zoning appeals and subsequent rezoning request.

The remaining half count ruled in the township’s favor 
deals with the council’s claim of “taking” of the property by 
means of rezoning. That count is split in two matters: 1) that 
the land has no value due to the rezoning and 2) that the 
council cannot make a profit under the current zoning (so 
no owner is stuck with property that generates a debt every 
year). Marietti ruled the first matter in favor of the township, 
stating that “every appraisal submitted to this court assigns a 
multimillion dollar value to this property.”

Still in dispute are, according to Marietti, whether the 
township’s ordinance is “reasonable,” though he already 
ruled that the ordinance advanced legitimate governmental 
interest.

He also left open the question concerning the economic 
impact of current zoning on the CAC’s ability to operate the 
camp profitably and whether the council’s investment-backed 
expectations were being interfered with. He’ll seek to decide if 
the zoning ordinance is “arbitrary and capricious.”

The trial has been in the courtroom for eight days, and 
is expected to continue for many more. Scout Executive Jim 
Stone, Council President Mike Hughes, Studaven, Monette, 
Joe Sener, and others have taken the witness stand as part of 
the proceedings.

Watch www.owasippe.com for ongoing updates. Or 

CAC vs. Blue Lake heads to court

(cont. on page 2)

by Susan Derby, OSA Member



What is your favorite part of being 
an OSA member? For me, it’s 

the opportunity to get together and do 
something fun with my camp friends. 
Sure, I can go to a baseball game, spend 
the night bowling, or eat pizza on my 
own whenever I want, but it’s not nearly 
as rewarding. There’s something pretty 
great about being able to spend time 
with my Owasippe friends. We can rehash old stories or share 
new ones, and, if it’s a particularly good event, we can make 
some new memories.

I’d like to thank Candy Merritt for being our events chair 
for the past five-and-a-half years. She’s helped to organize 
many wonderful events for our members, including the 
family picnics and dinner dances. Most recently, Candy set 
up the candlelight bowl with the help of Kerry Kotwasinski. 
There was a great turnout – 36 people! It was nice to see a 
lot of the usual bowling crowd show up as well as quite a few 
new faces.

I’d also like to thank Ron Kulak for organizing the annual 
pizza night, also known as Owasipalooza. This event is 
coming up on November 23rd, the Friday after Thanksgiving. 
This is one of my favorite events because a lot of people come 
into town for the holidays that we don’t always get to see at 
other events. This year there are also plans to have displays of 
patches and other camp memorabilia.

Events can be a great opportunity to meet up with 
some new or long-lost Owasippe friends. As I suspect all 
OSA members do at one time or another, I sometimes meet 
an Owasippe staff alumnus at a store, a restaurant or even 
work. They always ask me, “Do you know so-and-so?” I like 
to recommend that they check out our website and consider 
becoming a member to meet up with old friends and get back 
in touch with Owasippe. A perfect event to do this at is the 
Dinner Dance in March.

This year the Annual Meeting and Dinner Dance will be 
held at the William Tell in Countryside. The board decided to 
change our location for the Dinner Dance because the William 
Tell can accommodate a much larger group. We are hoping 
to get a huge turnout on Saturday, March 1st to celebrate our 
30th anniversary. The William Tell also conveniently has a 
reasonably priced Holiday Inn attached, so out-of-towners 
can still join in the fun without having to worry about the 
drive.

Please save the date so that you can join us for the 
celebration. You might also try to recruit some new members 
so that they too can join in the fun and fellowship. Maybe 
you can pull out your 
old staff roster or address 
book and contact camp 
buddies that you haven’t 
heard from in awhile. The 
30th anniversary is the 
perfect excuse to join or 
rejoin the OSA.  

President’s Perspective by Tricia Groben, 
OSA President Save Owasippe  (cont. from pg. 1)

For the latest official info on 
the Save Owasippe Campaign, 
visit: www.owasippe.com
or www.ooec.org

Second, Steve Adams has changed positions from Director 
of Camping to Senior Financial Manager for the Chicago Area 
Council. The new director of camping is Chris Townsend, 
formerly Council Program Director. He will continue in that 
position, as well as serving as Owasippe’s Reservation Director 
and OA Lodge Advisor. Townsend was Hoover Camp Director 
this past summer. We congratulate Steve Adams on his new 
position, and welcome Chris Townsend to his new position.

Third, the council has decided to no longer continue the 
Staff Development Counselor-in-Training (CIT) program in 
its current form. This was an OSA-sponsored training session 
consisting of a shakedown weekend in the spring to prepare 
first-year staff members as well as 5-day training during staff 
week. Many OSA members and camp staffers – past and 
present – have gone through the training and comment on its 
effectiveness and vast information. The OSA has sponsored 
and run this program for about 25 years, with volunteer 
leaders such as Joe Sener, Chauncey and Mary Beth Niziol, 
Dan Troy, Ron Kulak, Pat Romcoe, Ron and Susan Derby, 
Bob Pagels, Tom Bolbot, Frank Chlebek and Kevin Oster and 
a number of other volunteers over the years. According to 
Assistant Scout Executive Brock Bigsby, “The CIT program is 
going to be the responsibility of the reservation management 
team.” This appears to mean that interviewing, preparing and 
training first-year staff will be added to the long list of duties 
required of the section camps during staff week.

Fourth, in addition to the canceling of the OSA-sponsored 
CIT program, at least four prominent and long-time volunteer 
members of the CAC Camping Committee were removed 
by new committee chairman Tom McDonough and Bigsby. 
Those members are Chauncey Niziol, Mike “Buda” Campbell, 
Bill Tenner and Gordy Stiefel. All are highly active in camp 
activities, former camp staff members and OSA members. To 
our knowledge, no reason was given for the removals except 
that their services were no longer needed.

Finally, as an apparent attempt to raise profits through 
Owasippe, the council invited Nestle’s Ice Mountain bottled 
water brand to run tests in consideration of Owasippe as 
a possible water source. Nestle tested the water in June, 
but it wasn’t until an August newspaper article that the 
council acknowledged the application. Tests resulted in 
Nestle’s decision to not pump from OSR due to water quality 
significantly different from its current standard. Nestle 
dropped its controversial plan to pump from the White River 
earlier this year.  



Your OSA Board:  The affairs of the OSA are managed by the nine members of the Board of Directors whom you elect. Their terms 
are staggered so that three must be elected each year.  Each Board member serves a three-year term unless a vacancy must be filled 
for a shorter term.  A Director must be a currently registered Staff or Associate member age 21 or older as of the day of election to 
be held on March  1, 2008, have a genuine interest in the success of the organization and be available for monthly Board of Director 
meetings.

Who may vote? 
Each OSA member currently registered (2008) is entitled to one vote at the Annual Meeting for the purpose of election of the Board 
of Directors. Voting may be done in person at the 30th Annual Meeting (William Tell) on Saturday, March 1, 2008, from 6:30 to 
7:00 p.m.

Alternately, signed ballots will be accepted via the U.S. mail. A list of candidates, their resumes and a ballot will be included in the 
next issue of Vibrations, to be mailed in mid-February.

Be sure that you are currently registered (2008) so that your vote can be counted!  The current year of your membership will 
be on the mailing label addressing this mailing. Any questions regarding the status of your membership can be presented to the 
Membership Committee Chairman Hans Anderson at (773) 631-9962 or hans_de9@sbcglobal.net.

Winners  Those candidates receiving the largest number of valid votes will be inducted into the Board of Directors during the 2008 
Annual Meeting. The top three vote-getters will be considered duly elected. Seats are held for a term of three years.  

Operating Officers  The first official duty of the newly constituted Board of Directors will be to select operating officers for the next 
12 months, namely President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer. These officers will be announced at the Annual Meeting.

Current Board of Directors                                                                                                      Term Expires

Call for 2008 Nominations

Think of all the OSA members you know. List out  
the people you talk to at the Annual Meeting and Dinner 

Dance. Picture the workers and cooks at the Fix-it weekends. 
Who do you call to see if they are going to the family picnic? 
Who do you reminisce about camp with? Those are the 
people we want to talk to.

If anyone on your list of OSA members is someone you’d 
consider a good candidate for the Board of Directors, let us 
know! This is an open invitation for OSA members to make 
nominations. 

Being on the Board has its share of benefits and           
commitments. These people make the decisions about Fix-it 
projects, event locations, fundraisers, membership and more. 
And — especially in light of the OSA’s role in the current SOSR 
campaign — the Board’s input is needed on many topics 
and situations. It’s not all fun and games; a lot of work goes 
into running this organization. We need motivated thinkers           
and doers.

Candidates need to be OSA members in good standing, 
at least 21 years old and must be available for monthly     
meetings, currently held on the 2nd Wednesday night of 
each month. The only other requirement is a dedication to 
the camp, the OSA and its members. If you or someone you 

know has the drive and ability to make things happen, we 
need to hear from you!

The Elections Committee will contact nominees to 
see if they are willing and able to serve. The Elections         
Committee will then review all the nominees and make a 
slate recommendation to the Board. Slated candidates will 
then be contacted to garner their respective bios and goals for 
publication in the next newsletter.

As you may know, the bylaws limit board members to 
two consecutive terms, after which they must sit out for at 
least one year. This policy is intended to promote growth 
and diversity by giving newcomers a better shot at 
getting elected.

Please contact Susan Derby, Elections Chairman, at 
(231) 557-1473 or susan@ronderby.com with any nominees. 
Nominations are due by December 15, 2007. Now is the 
time to step up and show your 
commitment to Owasippe and 
the OSA!

Thanks goes to Pat Monahan 
for his years of service as Elections 
Chairman. He did a great job and 
left some big shoes to fill.  

2008 Election Info.

PLEASE NOTE: Nomination 
does not guarantee a spot 
on the slate. The Elections 
Committee will review all 
the nominees and select a 
fair and balanced slate.

* Two consecutive term limit goes into effect.

Timothy Toerber III (Secretary) Ron Kulak* (Treasurer) Candy Merritt* 2008

Tricia Groben (President) Hans Anderson Bill Van Berschot (Vice Pres.) 2009

Steve Henclewski Andy Lukasiewicz Michelle O’Connor 2010



In September, the OSA sold $3,500 in gift cards to raise a 
little bit more than $150. The next gift card order needs 

to postmarked by November 9th and will be delivered at the 
annual pizza night on November 23rd. Last year, this holiday 
order raised $566. Hopefully, it will be even more successful 
this year.

Here are two things that you can easily do to help make 
the gift card fundraiser work. First, place an order. If everyone 
in the OSA ordered just $10 in gift cards, our order would be 

Gift Cards for the Holidays by Tricia Groben, OSA President

more than $4,000. Second, pass out the bottom half of the 
gift card order form to family, friends and co-workers. You’ll 
be surprised by how happy people will be to order gift cards. 
They are even grateful to have one less thing to do during this 
busy holiday season.

The order form is the green insert of this newsletter and 
is also available on www.owasippe.com. Save yourself some 
time and running around by getting all your gift cards at once 
for all your holiday giving and shopping.  

Once again, the OSA had a fabulous fundraiser this 
summer working concessions for the First Midwest 

Bank Amphitheater. Working concerts varying from Gwen 
Stefani to Def Lepard to Kenny Chesney, volunteers from 
three states helped earn more than $4,000 for the OSA! This 
year, we were able to take a cart out into the crowds and sell 
from there. While it was hard work, this ended up bringing 
in a large portion of our profits.

Special thanks to Sarah and Rob Hall who came in 
from Tennessee to help out at Jimmy Buffet, Monique Tripp 
who could always be counted on to help out (even days 

Summer Concert Fundraiser A Success By Michelle O’Connor, Board Member

before leaving on a three-week African Safari!), and Kurt 
Bihlmayer who stepped up and ran a few concerts on his own. 
Additionally, thanks to all the volunteers who took the time 
to get retrained this year so they’d be able to help out and to 
everyone who helped out at this summer’s shows. The OSA 
appreciates your efforts!

We’re looking into continuing this great fundraising 
effort next summer, but the amphitheater has been sold for 
residential development. We’ll keep you posted on the new 
fundraising opportunities for 2008. Until then, order your gift 
cards and plan on attending the Dinner Dance in March!  

Are you are looking for a way to contribute to Owasippe 
that doesn’t hit your wallet too hard? Then how about 

helping in the fundraising efforts. Here are three simple ways 
that you can directly support the programs sponsored by the 
OSA:

1. Gift Cards! The holidays are approaching and each 
and every gift card that you purchase (or that you ask your 
friends and family to purchase) directly supports the OSA. 
The deadline for the next gift card purchase is November 9. 
See the green insert in this newsletter or go to www.owasippe.com 
for an order form.

2. Silent Auction items! The OSA is currently accepting 
items, memorabilia, experiences and trips that will be 

You too can be a fundraiser! By Bill Van Berschot, OSA Vice President

auctioned off to the highest bidder at the Dinner Dance. These 
can be items that you would like to donate personally or a 
way to help a friend or business owner gain some recognition. 
You might want to ask your favorite restaurant to donate a gift 
certificate, the salon where you get your hair cut to donate a 
service, or a local artist to donate a painting. All silent auction 
items will be listed on a flyer and included in the program. To 
donate items to the silent auction or discuss some possibilities, 
please call Bill Van Berschot at 773-844-8356.

3. Ad book ads! Purchase an ad in our annual Ad Book. 
For as little as $25, you can wish a happy birthday, promote 
your business, or send a little note. See the white insert in this 
newsletter for more details and the order form.  

Keep your membership dues current...
Dues cover numerous operational costs like liability insurance 
and postage. We simply cannot carry members who don’t 
keep their dues current.

Use GoodSearch.com to search the web...
Approximately $0.01 is raised each time you search using 
Goodsearch.com. This means that if 100 people search two 
times each day, the 
OSA can earn $730 
in a year!

2 More Easy Ways to Help
Vibrations always needs copy!
Send your Owasippe memories, stories, 
pictures, news items, grapevine tidbits, 
or editorial comments to:

OSA Vibrations
P.O. Box 7097
Westchester, IL 60154

e-mail: vibrations@owasippe.comPreferred Method



Although it rained on this year’s annual picnic, it didn’t 
rain on our parade. The weather only slightly affected the 

turnout at this year’s OSA picnic, and all who attended had 
fun. Many of the 50-or-so attendees just took much time to 
catch up with old friends while others braved the weather for 
a game of softball. I even found time to chat with Ron Kulak 

Rain was no Match for OSA Picnicers By Andy Lukasiewicz, Board Member

in “the memorabilia tent.”
Yes, a good time was had by all 

despite the inclement weather. Plans are 
already in motion to make next year’s as 
fun if not better. Hope to see you all at 
the next OSA event.  

Owasippe got a great dose of caring OSA volunteer work 
this Fall Fix-it. Though it was a little chilly (thank 

goodness those OSA sweatshirts were for sale!), we were able 
to paint seven Reneker cabin exteriors, re-roof one Reneker 
cabin, repair roofing at Food Prep and staff cabins, clean our 
three miles of adopted road, repair hot water heaters, and take 
down the Reneker and Carlen circus tents. I still can’t believe 
the gusto of our road cleanup crew – that was a gross bag of 
whatever that smelly stuff was! And our roofing team runs 
like clockwork. Only one more Reneker cabin needs a new 
roof! That’s quite an accomplishment.

Camp’s Hatches Battened Down for Winter By Susan Derby, OSA Member

And making it all possible is the backing of the amazing 
kitchen crew. A hearty breakfast followed by some tasty chili 
for lunch was all the fuel we needed to get so much work 
done. And dinner was one of the very best meals ever served 
at camp. Thanks to Joe Alonso for the Girl Scout cookies 
and to Mark Bregin for the homemade pies. More thanks to 
Chauncey Niziol, Jim Schlichting, the Sullivans and Doriches 
for their culinary skills. Plus, fix-it chair Tim Toerber deserves 
a round of applause for organizing a smooth Fix-it. Thanks 
to the help of our 75 volunteers, camp is ready for a long 
winter’s nap.  

The OSA hosted an outing to U.S. Cellular field on 
September 27. The White Sox played the Royals and 

won 10 to 3. It was a beautiful night, and some members 
opted to tailgate before the game, enjoying barbequed hot 
dogs and cold drinks from the Margarator. About 20 White 
Sox fans (and maybe a few reluctant Cubs fans) had a great 
time cheering on the home team from the first four rows of 
the upper deck.

In the first inning, Paul Konerko hit a three-run homer, 
and the game just kept getting better. One highlight was when 
the Connie’s cheese pizza beat out sausage and pepperoni in 
the foot race. Maybe the game would have been more exciting 
if the Sox could have made the playoffs, but what are you 
gonna do. A win for the White Sox is a win for all the fans, 
including the OSA.  

White Sox Outing a Home Run By Andy Lukasiewicz, Board Member

What a fantastic turnout we had at the candlelight 
bowl in October! More than 35 members joined us at 

Strikers Lane in Berwyn on Saturday night. It was nice to see 
new faces and some familiar ones.

The 2nd annual Phyllis Award was handed to the couple 
that scored the highest points. We were going to score on the 
lowest but we had too many ties. I would like to thank Steve 
Henclewski and Chris Sanchez for housing Phyllis with such 
care for the entire year since they were last year’s winners. 
This year, the honor goes to Bob Kurth and his bowling 
partner.

Pins Fly at Candlelight Bowling By Candy Merritt, Board Member and Events Chair

We all had a great time, and I know we all wanted to take 
Phyllis home but she could only go home to one person. Kim 
Sturtevant and Andy Marhoul are 
going to be practicing all year because 
they to want to take Phyllis home 
at next year’s candlelight bowling 
night. We also celebrated Chrissy 
Benedetto’s birthday Owasippe style. 
Thank you to all who attended. I 
hope you come back next year to 
have some more fun!  

See more OSA Sox Game pics on page 8.



2007 OSA Fall Fix-it (9/14-16) Photos courtesy of Susan Derby



You can visit www.owasippe.com 
to see most of these pics 
(and many more) in color.

OSA Candlelight Bowl (10/13) Photos courtesy of Tricia Groben

 



OSA Sox Game (9/27) Photos courtesy of Tricia Groben

Owasipalooza (OSA Pizza Night)

Friday, November 23rd
from 6:30-11:00 p.m.

Please RSVP to Ron Kulak 
by e-mail at owasiron@juno.com or by phone at 708-535-7748

At the European Chalet (lower level),
5445 South Harlem Ave., Chicago, IL 60638

(54th & Harlem Ave. Just off I-55)

www.EuroChal.com

PLEASE
NOTE

There will be an $8 charge at 
the door, which covers pizza 
and promotional expenses. 
There will also be a cash bar 
for your enjoyment.

Must be 18 or older to attend.
No one under 21 will be served 
alcohol. Responsible drinking 
and designated drivers are 
encouraged.

Upcoming Events

18 OR OLDER EVENTOwasippe Staff Association’s 
Dinner Dance & Annual Meeting

at William Tell, in Countyrside, IL
www.williamtellbanquets.com

on March 1, 2008
(more details to come)

• Dinner & Drinks
• Dancing
• Friendship & Fellowship
• Board Elections
• Raffle & Door Prizes30th Anniversary!



Join us Saturday, March 1st at the William Tell in 
Countryside, IL, for our Annual Meeting and Dinner 

Dance. We will be celebrating the OSA’s 30th anniversary! 
Check out the location at www.williamtellbanquets.com.

Doors will open at 6 p.m., and the evening will include 
dinner, board elections, the annual meeting and lots of 
time for socializing. There will be hotel rooms available at 
discounted prices. Please consider staying the night and 
joining us for a brunch the following morning.

We will be sending you more information at a later date, 
but please mark your calendars now and save the date. As 
an incentive to get our numbers together a little earlier, we 
are offering this great incentive: Mail in all your “golden 
ticket” requirements (ticket price, annual membership dues 

Save The Date! By Candy Merritt, board member and events chair

if applicable, and raffle ticket payment) by February 9th and 
you will be entered into a drawing to win a free hotel room 
for that evening. The winner will be selected at the February 
board meeting and notified of the prize.

The ticket price will be $45 per person, and we look 
forward to seeing all of you there. So dig out your old phone 
books and start calling some of those friends you have not 
seen in awhile. This would be a great way to get back together 
with some former staff buddies.

If you would like any information or need help, please 
contact me at candymerritt@yahoo.com or 708-354-9837.

Thank you! Also, see p. 4 for another way to get involved 
in the Annual Meeting!  

My name is Eric Hetland and I have been an Aquatics 
Instructor at Camp Wolverine (Zaxie!) for the past two 

summers. I wrote my college essay for Marquette University, 
Beloit College, Knox College, and DePaul University about 
Owasippe. I have been so affected and changed by Owasippe 
that when I was given the prompt “Discuss an issue of 
personal, local, national, or international concern,” the best 
issue to describe me and my beliefs would have to be the Save 
Owasippe movement. Here is what I wrote for those college 
essays:

“NO!!!!!” I posted on the guestbook page at Owasippe.com.
They were going to sell Owasippe, the Boy Scout camp 

where I had spent six weeks over the past few summers. 
According to the latest news, the Chicago Area Council voted 
to sell the nearly 5,000 acres of pristine land to a real estate 
developer by the name of Ben Smith III of Holland, Michigan. 
I was in disarray! Just that Monday night, I was in a picket line 
in front of the Council office in downtown Chicago protesting 
the proposed sale with nearly 75 like-minded individuals. I 
was, in short, [bowled over]. How could this be? I loved this 
camp. It is the longest-operated Boy Scout camp in the entire 
United States, in fact. I could not believe it; I even refused to 
go to water polo practice that afternoon. For me, this was as 
if a family member had died.

Did you notice that I identify this issue as a personal, 
local, national, and international issue? It is! It is definitely a 
personal issue because I have grown to love that camp as if 
it were my home. I love it so much that I have sacrificed my 
last two summers to teach Boy Scouts the skills of aquatic 
merit badges for two months of my summer at menial pay. 
I am more than happy to do it, for it has been the most 
rewarding experience of my life. Not only am I allowed to get 
away from the bustle of city life and technology, I also have 
the esteemed honor of teaching these kids merit badges. It is 
those kids who can’t retrieve the brick from the bottom of the 
pool until the last chance on Friday that keep me going with a 
lively and energetic spirit. That one requirement was keeping 
them from getting the Swimming merit badge, and when they 
finally came back up with the brick and I told them they just 

College Essay: An Issue of Great Importance By Eric Hetland, Owasippe Staffman

passed the merit badge, the gleaming look of achievement and 
happiness on their face is all a counselor could imagine.

It is definitely a local issue since the outcome will affect 
the Chicago Area Council of Boy Scouts. Four thousand 
campers a summer call Owasippe their home, so how could 
this not be a local issue? Many Chicagoland troops, in fact, 
camp there every summer. It is also definitely a national 
issue since it is the longest-operating Boy Scout camp in the 
United States. Also internationally because Owasippe has 
hosted many foreign troops from places like Japan, England, 
and Germany. I worked with people who affected my life 
profoundly. Our section of Owasippe has a staff of about 30, 
and we are a family. We eat together, live together, and work 
together. I would trust my life with each one of them. I have 
built lifetime friendships with these people

Owasippe has not been sold… yet. The sale is contingent 
upon a rezoning that is now in its 4th year of court involvement, 
including lawsuits, appeals, and motions to dismiss. The 
governing body of Blue Lake Township, where Owasippe 
is located, denied the rezoning 18 months ago. Jim Stone 
appealed the decision. Three days before the decision for 
denial of appeal was announced, the Chicago Area Council, 
specifically the Scout Executive of the Chicago Area Council 
named Jim Stone, filed the lawsuit saying that under the 
Township’s current zoning, the land is essentially worthless 
and therefore does not allow the Council due process of law to 
“make value on the land.” You might be scratching your head 
right now thinking “What does that mean?” No one knows 
what that means! Blue Lake Township then made a motion 
to dismiss the case after an appraisal of the land was made at 
$12.6 million, not the $19.4 million offered to the Council by 
Smith. There is now a more conservative interested buyer in 
the picture to whom the Township would rather sell.

In short, Owasippe, the place that I love and where I 
learned the values of Scouting and American citizenship, has 
been threatened and I will gladly give all that I have to defend 
and preserve it. Essentially this issue describes me, Eric 
Hetland. I would give my life’s service to that camp and will 
always know that no one can put a price on the Scout Camp 
that I love and believe in!  



Galloping Grapevine

Roger and Diane Bevans ~ Montague, MI
Roger and Diane have a new granddaughter, Hannah Lynn Bevans. 
Hannah was born September 2 and was 6 lbs. 10 oz. and 19 inches 
long. She was born to Jason and Jennifer. Hannah has spent a lot of 
time in and out of the hospital because she was born with rare disease 
called Rhabdomyomas, which are tumors in the heart, and the more 
severe version that also includes tumors on her lungs and kidneys. 
They are non-cancerous and don’t affect breathing or blood flow, but 
it does mean lots of tests, procedures and treatments. Congratulations 
on the new arrival, and we will keep the whole Bevans family and little 
Hannah in our thoughts for a strong recovery.

Chris Bury ~ Chicagoland
The ABC News anchor and OSA member is moving back to the 
Chicago area after 14 years based in Washington D.C. as a “Nightline” 
correspondent. Chris was the backup host of the show when Ted Koppel 
was anchor and provided many reports for the program. In Chicago, 
he will be contributing stories to “Nightline,” as well as “World News 
with Charles Gibson,” “Good Morning America” and other ABC News 
programs. Chris worked at Owasippe from 1969 through 1976 and is 
a charter member of the OSA. Welcome back to the area, Chris!

Eric Hetland ~ Chicago, IL
Eric has achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, Boy Scouting’s highest rank 
for youth. We send a big congratulations to Eric on this very significant 
accomplishment! He finished all the steps required in April, before 
heading to Owasippe for his second summer working as an instructor at 
Wolverine Aquatics. His Eagle Court of Honor will be held this January. 
We are very proud of your accomplishment and are glad to have such 
a great example as part of the Owasippe staff!

Myranda and Matt Lotter ~ New Orleans, LA
Our warmest congratulations to Matt and Myranda on their wedding this 
September. Chauncey Niziol officiated the ceremony and really seemed 
to move many of the guests with his heartfelt words. Then, it was party 
time Oklahoma style. The canoes were filled with cold beverages, and 
the pig was cooking in the smoker. The evening was capped off with 
fireworks to celebrate the happy couple. They have returned to the New 
Orleans area and to the Coast Guard duties there. May the two of you 
have many happy years and warm memories together.

Heidi Schlichting ~ Miami, FL
For those of you tracking Heidi’s recent moves, get ready to stick 
another pin the national map. In order to really get all corners of the 
country done, she’s now heading down to Biscayne National Park 
near Miami, FL. That makes two states out West, Acadia National in 
Maine and now Florida. She expects to be there into December before 
returning home to Michigan (that is unless they find somewhere else 
to assign her). Best of luck in your travels and new assignment!

Chauncey Niziol ~ Westchester, IL
Chauncey is making his presence more available on the world wide web. 
He is now featured as one of the contributors on the ESPN website. 
His shows on ESPN radio have garnered quite a following. Now people 
can go to www.sports.espn.go.com/outdoors and find him listed in the 
“Contributors” section in the middle column, or read his outdoor blog 
found in the right column. Surf on over and give him a few clicks.

Scout License Plates Pass, Need Orders Now
The governor of Illinois has signed a bill granting the 

creation of Boy Scout and Girl Scout vehicle license plates. HB 
3395 passed the state house and senate with ease after years 
of defeats. Starting January 1, four plates will be available for 
passenger vehicles: Boy Scout, Eagle Scout, Girl Scout and 
Gold Award. Now you can show your Scout pride everywhere 
you drive.

In order for the plates to become a reality, 850 need to be 
pre-ordered by January 1, 2008. The plates cost about $103, 
about $25 more than normal plates, and all proceeds are 
passed on to the Boy Scout or Girl Scout council serving the 
area where the plate is registered. It all goes back into helping 
the programs!

You can find a link to the form on the OSA site under the 
OSA News section. Send or fax it to the Secretary of State’s 
office (info on the form) and count yourself among those 
making these license plates a reality.

Camp Gerber Adds Venture Base
Gerber Scout Camp, owned by the Gerald R. Ford 

Council and neighbor to Owasippe, is adding a Venture 
base to its operations. The council expects to complete the 
building of the Richard and Helen DeVos Venture Base by fall 
of 2008 or spring of 2009.

The base will offer excursions to High Adventure activities 
like rock climbing in the Canadian Rockies, white water 
rafting in West Virginia, winter camping in igloos, and big 
lake sailing. Venture Scouts will begin and end their trips 
at the DeVos Venture Base, where they will be briefed and 
prepped before the excursion and debriefed after. The base 
will be built on the northeast corner of the property near 
the intersection of Owasippe and Blue Lake roads. Plans call 
for five sleeping cabins, a pavilion and dining hall, and a 
climbing tower.

OSA Membership Corner
presented by Hans Anderson - Board Member

Welcome to the OSA family!

New Members
David Angelus
Armand Greer

New Life Members
Mike Dorich
Conrad Zadlo

To help make it easier to get your friends and family 
to join the OSA and support our cause, we’re 

reducing the price of a first-time membership when it 
is purchased at an OSA event. That means you should 
bring your family and all your buddies to the pub crawl, 
the fix-it, the picnic or any OSA event, and they can join 
for $15 instead of $20. Help us boost our membership!



Hey! Are your OSA dues up to date?
Membership dues cover a variety of operational expenses including but not limited to...

insurance premiums, mailings, state & federal fees, accounting fees, printing costs, etc. 
PLEASE check the 4 digit number on your mailing label. According to our records, that is the last year you paid your dues.

Please send dues checks to:  OSA, P.O. Box 7097 • Westchester, IL  60154 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
I hereby submit my request to register as a member 

and I certify that I am 19 or older at the time of my application. 

Furthermore, as a friend of Owasippe, I pledge my support of the OSA’s 
purpose. I also understand that I must stay current with my dues 

in order to remain a member in good standing.

Name: ___________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _____________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________ Birthdate: _______________________

email: ____________________________________________________________________

Signed: _______________________________________ Date: _______________________  

Staff, Service or Camping Years at Owasippe:

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

Year Camp Position

Employer: ________________________________________________________________

Occupation: _______________________________________________________________

Marital Status: _____________________________________________________________

Spouse’s Name: ____________________________________________________________

Children’s Names & Ages: ____________________________________________________  

Mail to:
OSA Membership
P.O. Box 7097
Westchester, IL  60154

 New Member $20 ______

 Renewal $15 ______

 Lifetime $350 _____  

Visit the OSA online at www.owasippe.com

Owasippe Staff Association
2007

Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
& Fundraising Chair

Tricia Groben
1044 Ontario St., Unit 2D

Oak Park, IL  60302
708-334-1100

VICE PRESIDENT
Bill Van Berschot

6140 N. Lakewood Ave.
Chicago, IL  60660

773-844-8356

SECRETARY
& Fix-its Chair

Timothy Toerber III
1133 W. Patterson
Chicago, IL  60613

312-545-6320

TREASURER
Ron Kulak

5220 W. 156th St.
Oak Forest, IL  60452

708-535-7748

Events Chair
Candy Merritt

1446 Homestead Rd.
LaGrange Park, IL  60526

708-354-9837

Membership Chair
Hans Anderson

6130 N. McVicker Ave.
Chicago, IL  60646

773-631-9962

Steve Henclewski
330 Tulip Lane

Lowell, IN 46356
219-696-4399

Recruiting Chair
Andy Lukasiewicz

3213 Ridgeland Ave.
Berwyn, IL 60402

312-203-5534

Michelle O’Connor
9410 S. Oakley Ave.
Chicago, IL 60620

773-238-4405



The Owasippe Staff Association
P.O. Box 7097

Westchester, IL 60154

Vibrations is published four times per year 
by the Owasippe Staff Association.

Editorial Staff: Ron and Susan Derby

The opinions stated by contributors to 
Vibrations are those of the authors and 
are not by fact of publication necessarily 
those of the Owasippe Staff Association 
or its Board of Directors. Publication does 
not imply endorsement. All materials are 
subject to editing.

Manuscripts, photographs and artwork       
are encouraged. Address all such materials 
to: Vibrations Editor, P.O. Box 7097, 
Westchester, IL 60154. All materials 
which the author wants returned must be 
accompanied by a self addressed stamped 
envelope. Submissions can also be made 
via e-mail to vibrations@owasippe.com.

Deadlines for submitting materials for 
publication are as follows:

• Spring (Issue 1) January 15
• Summer (Issue 2) April 1
• Fall (Issue 3) August 7
• Winter (Issue 4) October 15

29-4
‘07

November
9..................................Shopping/Gift Card Deadline
14................................OSA Board Meeting
22................................Thanksgiving
23................................Owasipalooza (OSA Pizza Night)
24................................Owasippe Staff Interviews #1

December
12................................OSA Board Meeting
15................................OSA Board Nominations Deadline
25................................Christmas

January
1..................................New Year’s Day
9..................................OSA Board Meeting
15................................Vibrations Copy Deadline
15................................Ad Book Copy Deadline

February
13................................OSA Board Meeting

March
1..................................30th OSA Dinner Dance & Annual Meeting



Shopping/Gift Card Fundraiser
Deadline:
Shopping/Gift card orders must be postmarked by 
November 9th. Orders received after the cut-off 
date will be returned because the cards must be 
ordered all at once. 

Send checks only (no cash)
& make them payable to the OSA

Mail entire form and check to: 
Tricia Groben
1044 Ontario, #2D
Oak Park, IL 60302

Questions? 

Contact Tricia Groben at 
tricia.groben@gmail.com 
or 708-334-1100 

Please note:
Shopping/Gift card denominations can change 
without notice. Orders must be made in multiples 
of the card amount. On rare occasions, cards 
become unavailable or are discontinued. If this 
occurs, we will refund your money.

Pick Up or Shipping:
You can pick up your order (free of charge) at the 
upcoming OSA Pizza Night on November 23rd.

Please note: If you choose to have your cards 
shipped to you, we will send them via Priority Mail 
with delivery confirmation. 

Unfortunately the USPS will NOT insure gift cards 
through the mail. That being said, Priority Mail 
with delivery confirmation is still a very safe way 
to send the cards, and it’s a flat fee of $4.05 no 
matter what! 

I am selling gift cards as a fundraiser for the 
Owasippe Staff Association.  These gift cards are 
accepted at stores where you normally shop, such 
as grocery stores and clothing stores.  They can 
be used to fill up your gas tank, rent a movie, or 
pay for a meal at your favorite restaurant.  They 
also make great graduation presents or Father’s 
Day gifts.

If you’d like to place a gift card order, please fill 
out the form on the back of this page and return it 
to me by ____________ .  Checks should be made 
out to the Owasippe Staff Association.

I will mail in your order and then deliver it to you 
by  _______________.

The Owasippe Staff Association is a non-profit 
staff alumni organization.  We raise funds and 
provide volunteer labor for major service projects at 
Owasippe Scout Reservation, America’s oldest Boy 
Scout camp   Our goal is the continued improvement 
of the camping experience of Owasippe’s Scouts 
and families.

If you’d like to find out more about the Owasippe 
Staff Association, please visit our website at:
www.owasippe.com

Thank you for supporting the OSA!



Address:

Vendor Qty. Total $
Retail
Amazon.com $25
Barnes and Noble $10
Bath and Body Works $10
Bed Bath and Beyond $25
Best Buy $25
Borders $10
Carson Pirie Scott $25
Dick’s Sporting Goods $20
Fannie May $20
Home Depot $25
Kohls $25
Lowes Home Improvement $25
Macy’s $25
Old Navy / Gap $ 25
Toys R Us $20
Entertainment 
AMC Movie Theaters $25 
Blockbuster Video $10
Blockbuster Video Night $12
Checkout
Total Amount Ordered 
Shipping ($4.05 if applicable)
Amount Enclosed 

Name:
Phone:
Vendor Qty. Total $
Groceries
Dominick’s $25
Jewel $25
Jewel $100
Walgreens $20
Car and Travel
Jiffy Lube $30
Speedway Gas $25
Marriott $50
Restaurants
Applebees $10
Bennigans $25
Burger King $10
Chili’s $25
Chipotle Mexican Grill $10
Cold Stone Cremery $10
Lettuce Entertain You $25
Max and Ermas $25
Olive Garden / Red Lobster $25
Outback Steakhouse $25
Panera Bread $10
Pizza Hut $10
Starbucks $10
Wendy’s $10

Address:

Vendor Qty. Total $
Retail
Amazon.com $25
Barnes and Noble $10
Bath and Body Works $10
Bed Bath and Beyond $25
Best Buy $25
Borders $10
Carson Pirie Scott $25
Dick’s Sporting Goods $20
Fannie May $20
Home Depot $25
Kohls $25
Lowes Home Improvement $25
Macy’s $25
Old Navy / Gap $ 25
Toys R Us $20
Entertainment 
AMC Movie Theaters $25 
Blockbuster Video $10
Blockbuster Video Night $12
Checkout
Total Amount Ordered 
See other side for deadline and delivery 
dates. Thank you!

Name:
Phone:
Vendor Qty. Total $
Groceries
Dominick’s $25
Jewel $25
Jewel $100
Walgreens $20
Car and Travel
Jiffy Lube $30
Speedway Gas $25
Marriott $50
Restaurants
Applebees $10
Bennigans $25
Burger King $10
Chili’s $25
Chipotle Mexican Grill $10
Cold Stone Cremery $10
Lettuce Entertain You $25
Max and Ermas $25
Olive Garden / Red Lobster $25
Outback Steakhouse $25
Panera Bread $10
Pizza Hut $10
Starbucks $10
Wendy’s $10



Dear Friends and Supporters,

We are seeking sponsors for the Owasippe Staff Association Calendar/Ad Book distributed at our Annual Meeting in March of 2008. Here 
is an opportunity to extend greetings to your friends, wish Owasippe and the OSA well, and/or promote your business. The annual Ad 
Book is an important fundraiser for the OSA, and its proceeds help us carry on our mission to support Owasippe.

As you probably know, Owasippe is located in scenic Western Michigan near Whitehall and Montague, and it is the nation’s oldest Boy 
Scout summer camp. Owasippe serves youth and families from the Chicago area and throughout the U.S.

The first 26 pages of the Ad Book will be a 12-month calendar (March 2008 – February 2009). For each month, there will be up to four 
quarter-page ads and three business card ads. The calendar ad space and inside covers will be sold on a first-come basis. The remaining 
pages consist of our annual report and have a couple of ad options as outlined below.

Please respond with your materials by  
January 15, 2008 using the form provided 
below. 

Enclose your camera-ready art or any 
message you wish to present and mail it to 
the address below (please be sure to clearly 
state any special instructions or placement 
preferences).

If you have any questions, please contact      
Ron Derby at (231) 557-0770.

The OSA thanks you for your support and  
reminds you that we are a not-for-profit     
organization, therefore all ad space is tax   
deductible.

J a n u a r y  2 0 0 8

1/2
PAGE

1/4
PAGE

BC

FULL
PAGE

1/2
PAGE

Complete this form and send with a check payable to the Owasippe Staff Association
OSA Ad Book c/o Ron Derby • 510 Holton Whitehall Rd. • Whitehall, MI  49461

AD BOOK ORDER FORM

It’s OSA Ad Book time again,
30 years and still going strong!

Name: ___________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________________________

State: _____  Zip: _____________  Phone:______________________

e-mail: ___________________________________________________

Amount Enclosed: $ ________________  Date:  _________________

Business Name: ____________________________________________  web address: ____________________________________________

Message (or attach copy) _____________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Qty. Ad Description Size (width x height) Cost

Calendar - Business Card 3.25” x 2” $25

Calendar - Quarter Page 5” x 3.5” $50

Calendar - Half Page 5” x 7.25” $100

Program - Half Page 7.5” x 5” $60

Program - Full Page 7.5” x 10” $95

Inside Cover Full Page 7.5” x 10” $125


